THE    ISLAND
contained, in the name of His Most Catholic Majesty
Ferdinand of Spain,
In those day, however little regard might be paid
to Christian ethics, religious forms and observances
were venerated even by men of blood and crime.
Having discharged what he deemed his duty to his
sovereign, Balboa next bethought him of what was
due to his Saviour. He accordingly cut out the shape
of the Cross on the bark of a tree growing within
the influence of the tide, while his comrades carved
the emblem of their faith upon many a trunk in the
forest that fringed the shore.
Seven years, however, glided past before any Euro-
pean craft spread its canvass to the breeze westward
of the mighty continents of America, and the honour
of that achievement fell at last, not to a Spanish, but
to a Portuguese mariner. Sailing in search of the
Molucca Islands, Magellan discovered and passed
through the straits that have handed his name down
to the present day, and the good ship "Vittoria" showed
the way to the isle-begemmed ocean, upon which,
deceived by the smoothness of its surface, he con-
ferred the title of Pacific. Pursuing his adventurous
course, Magellan came at last to the Ladrone and
then to the Philippine Islands, where he lost his life
in a dispute with the natives; but the "Vittoria" re-
turned safely to Portugal, the first vessel that had
ever circumnavigated the globe.
Throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eigh-
teenth centuries the spirit of maritime exploration
continued unabated in vigour, and a rapid succes-
sion of discoveries kindled and kept alive a passion
for distant voyages and expeditions. Within a com-
paratively short space of time so many clusters of
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